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Stamps of the Transvaal. 


By EpWARD J. NANKIVELI 


REFERENCE LIST AND GUIDE TO VALUES. 


As the natural result of the War in South Africa, and the anticipation 
of future developments, considerable attention is now being paid to the postal 
issues of the Transvaal. 

During the first British occupation the stamps of the Transvaal were 
great favorites with leading specialists like Mr. Tapling, Mr. Castle, Mr. 
Douglas Garth, Mr. Bacon and others. But when the country passed out of 
British hands the interest in its issues declined, and has since been preserved 
by a few only. Now, however, that the country is likely to be, once more, 
and finally, included in the British Colonial Empire, the old interest is being 
re-awakened and collectors are buying hard and fast before the rise. 

Historically, the stamps of the Transvaal hold a very unique position. 
First we have the crude and early issues of the First Republic, then the 
makeshifts and final Queen’s Head issue of the British occupation, and then 
the restored issues of the Second Republic and its subsequent issues and new 
designs, and now we are on the eve of reversion to Hritish authority and 
British colonial issues. 

From a philatelic point of view the stamps are equally interesting. The 
early issues are full of those interesting varieties of paper, printing and per- 
foration that mark crude local workmanship. They are free from dangerous 
forgeries, and there are only two reprints. 

The stamps of the Transvaal have been neglected by many, because they 
have been considered difficult to understand and to arrange. But, thanks to 
the industry of Mr. Emil Tamsen, official records have been examined and 
published, and everything is now comparatively plain sailing for the 
philatelist. 

With a view to making the collection and arrangement of the postal 
issues of the Transvaal as easy as possible, I have drawn up this reference 
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st, and appended to it, as a guide to values and rarity, my own personal 
opinion of the relative value of each stamp. I have arrived at my values as 
the result of some twenty years’ experience in specializing those issues, dur- 
ing which time I have enjoyed the privilege of inspecting some, if not all, of 
the largest stocks of Transvaal stamps. 

The least understood of all are the issues of the First Republic and, as 
a consequence, they are ridiculously under-valued. In most cases the print 
ings were of a very limited character. The wise will do well to secure those 
early issues before the market awakens to their real rarity and value 

In all cases my prices are, in unused, for mint copies with good margins 
and in used, for fine copies with good margins and lightly cancelled. 

There are a few minor varieties with which I have not thought it worth 
while to burden this list. They are of interest only to the advanced 
specialist. 


THE First REPUBLIc. 


For years I have been endeavoring to identify and classify the various 
printings of the First Republic. In many cases I have succeeded, but much 
remains to be done by future students. So far as I am able I have, in the 
following list, classified the more important and interesting. The few words 
of description that I have added will, I trust, enable those who take up the 
study to classify with very little trouble all those of which we can speak with 
certainty. The production, later on, of stamps on original envelopes will 
probably enable us to complete the classification. 


PRINTED BY OTTO, GERMANY. 


1869. (Issue legalized 1870.) On thin wove paper; white, crinkled 
gum. Stamps of this issue are distinguished by their sharp, clear printing, 
crinkled gum, thin and superior paper; and the 1s, in particular, by its un- 
mistakable emerald green. Imperforate and fine roulette. Imperforate 
copies are very rare. 


Imperforate 
Unused. Used. 
4s d Zs d 
1d vermillion, 5 ° 5 ° 
1d Indian red, : 6.2 5 0° 0 
6d light blue 2 0 0 2¢e 
1s emerald green, 5 0 Oo . ee 
Fine roulette. 
1d vermillion, i 2 2 00 
id Indian red, ro © 2 0 0 
6d light blue, ° 10 oO Ir 0 Oo 
1s emerald green, 210 0 a 
Varieties: Téte béche. 
Imper forate. 
Unused. Used. 
48 a As d 
6d light blue, 5 ° Oo 5 © Oo 


1s emerald green, 19 0 Oo 10 © oO 




















Fine rouletie. 


6d light blue, 5 oO 5 


1s emerdlid green, 600 600 
PRINTED BY VILJOEN AT PRETORIA 


1870. April4. Printed on paper already gummed, sent from Germany. 
Impressions indistinct and blurred. Paper thin wove, as in first Germar 
printings. Imperforate and fine roulett 


lmperjorate. 


Unused. Used 
] 

4 ul ( 
1d Ind in red ; £6 oO BS I 
6d blue 3 ( 2 

Fine roulelle 
6d blue, 2 1c I ic 
April 26 and May 1 On thick hard paper, yellow, streaky gum 


fairly even printing. Imperforate and fine roulette 


Unt Sé d. S 
d 
1d Indian red 1 ic 2 1 
Is yellow green 2 |} ©) I I 
Fine roulette. 
1d Indian red, 2 J ; 
6d blue, 2 ° I 
1s yellow gree t o @ e 6 
Varieties : Téte béche. 
[mperforate. 
Unused Used 
4 S d Z Ss d 
1s yellow greer 5 ° Oo 4 Cc 
Fine roulette 
6d blue, 5 re) Ss < 
1s yellow green, . @ © 5 ° 


July 4. On thickish paper, blotchy printing, and all fine roulette. 


Fine roulette, 


Unused. Used 
438d a @¢ <4 
id Indian red, 210 oO 2 0 
6d blue, Io Oo © 10 


1d dark greer, 2 0 0 I ° 
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Varieties : Téte béche. 
Fine roulette. 


Unused. Used. 

6. % sd 

6d blue, gs @ eo 5 10 0 
1s dark green, 10 0 © 10 10 © 


PRINTED IN GERMANY. 


1871. June 30. The first 3d, printed on thick, hard, wove paper 
Very clear printing. Imperforate and fine roulette 


Imper forate. 
Unused. Used. 
-_ 2 ¢ ss = 
3d lilac, I 10 Oo © 10 Oo 
Fine roulette. 
3d lilac, Io Oo © 10 0 
PRINTED BY BoRRIUS, POTCHEFSTROOM 


In all, Borrius made six printings of the 1d value, one of the 3d, thir- 
teen of the 6d, and 3 of the 1s. The 1d black, the 3d, and all three shillings 
can be identified, but the other rd and 6d printings cannot be separated 
from some of the printings of the subsequent Stamp Commission. Those 
that cannot be separated are listed together under the head of printings by 
3orrius and Stamp Commission. 


1870. Sept. 28. By some misunderstanding Borrius began printing the 
1d value in black. It was anerror, but the 24,000 stamps so printed were 
accepted and issued. Imperforate and fine roulette. 


Imperforate. 

Unused. Used. 

Z sd ee 

1d black 200 210 Oo 
Fine roulette. 

1d black © 10 0 I 


Variety: On thin translucent paper 


Fine roulette. 


Unused. Used. 
4Zsd 4Zsd 
1d black, I0 0 Oo 20 0 Oo 


1872. Dec. 25. Onthin, opaque paper; clear printing. Fine roulette. 
The opaque paper in the 3d of this printing marks the difference that dis- 
tinguishes this Borrius 3d from the pelure, translucent paper of the 3d of the 
Stamp Commission, classified under “pelure.” 























Fine roulette 


Unused. Used. 
48d £Zsd 
3d lilac, 200 I 0 Oo 
1s yellow green, 210 Oo io «2 


Variety : Téte béche. 


Fine roulette. 


Unused. Used, 
4£:3d se 4 
1s pale green, , @ © 7 @ o* 


1873. April 19 and 24. On thin wove paper, printed in a darker green 
than the last issue and sometimes blurred. Fine roulette. 
Fine roulette. 


Unused. Used 
£ sd £ sda 
1s dark green, 28 I © Oo 


Variety : Téte béche. 


Fine roulette 


Unused. Used 
43d 43d 
1s dark green, 7 0 0 7 ° 


PRINTED IN GERMANY. 


1874. <A 6d value with the so-called improved eagle of the 3d type, on 
good quality thin wove paper, clearly printed by the German engraver. Fine 
roulette. 


Fine roulette. 


Unused. Used. 
£8 @ 4A s d 
6d ultramarine, r os © 10 


PRINTED BY DAVIS, AT PIETERMARITZBURG 
1874. Sept. On good wove paper, mostly well printed, but best known 
as being the only perforated issue of the First Republic. Perforated 12%. 
Perforated 12a. 


Unused. Used 
Pa | Asd 
1d red, 200 I 10 0 
6d blue, 3 10 oO I © Oo 


PRINTED BY BoRRIUS OR STAMP COMMISSION. 


1871-76. Various printings of the 1d and 6d values, not otherwise clas- 
sified, and which it is almost impossible, as yet, to apportion between Borrius 
and the Stamp Commission. Personally, I am inclined to believe that all the 
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Borrius printings were fine rouletted, and that most of the Stamp Commission 
stamps were imperforate, very few being rouletted. 
Imperforate. 
Unused. Used 
4:3 4 43d 
1d red, I oo o20 <¢ 
6d blue, Io oO o 10 ¢ 
Fine roulette. 
1d red, : <& «< 0 10 Oo 
6d blue, : 0 © 10 
Wide roulette. 
1d red, 10 OO O c © 
6d blue, 10 0 O 5 ° 
Variety : Téte béche, 
[mper forate 
Unused. Used. 
Zs d 4# sd 
6d blue, 5 ° ..@ 
Nine roulette. 
6d blue, 5 © Oo 5 
Wide roulette. 
6d blue, 20 0 O 10 
PRINTED BY THE STAMP COMMISSION. 
1875-76. Brown gum. On thick, hard paper, very dark brown’gum } 
Imperforate, fine, and wide roulette. 
Imperforate. 
Unused. Used. 
Zs d ee 
6d blue, 210 Oo : oo 
Fine roulette. 
6d blue, 5 0 Oo 210 0 
Wide roulette 
6d blue, 8 0 Oo 5 ° © 
Variety : Téte béche. 
Imper forate. 
Unused. Used 
£sd 4s d 
6d blue, a 5 ° Oo 
Fine roulette. 
6d blue, 10 0 O i: a 2 
Wide roulette. 
6d blue, 20 0 0 = 6 © 

















fac f dea 11 > y 7 ar y t r ] } ; ; ‘ _. 
1875-6. Pelure paper, mostly clear printing. Imperforate, fine, and 
wide roulette. 


lm ber forate. 


Unused. Used 
f Ss a S a 
id red, I re) 
2d lilac . % C 
ib] 
Od Diue, gE § °) I 
ant 7 d Lle 
1d red 3 2 
3d iliac ; 3 oO 
blu ; ‘ 
6d blue 2 IC 
Wide roulei 
1d red, 5 6«dI re) c Cc 
d lilac 7 % 0 
6d blue ¢ re) e 4 
Variety : Téte béche 
'mper ral 
d Usec 
s d ( 
6d 1€s 7 
F Ll? ‘ 
6d blue, I I ‘) 
Wide rou 
6d blue, 2 I 
1875—76. Printings on hard, surfaced paper, easily distinguished as 
being one of the first lot subsequently surcharged V. R. TRANSVAAIT 


Imperforate, fine, and wide roulette 


[mper forate 


Unused Used 
s d s d 
1d vermilion, fag 0 = 
} ine ri ulette 
1d vermilion, 5 5 - 10 O 
Wide roulette. 
1d vermillion, 10 © Oo 5 0 ¢ 


1875-76. Printings on coarse, soft paper, identified as being part of the 
printing subsequently overprinted V. R. TRANSVAAL. Imperforate, fine, 
and wide roulette. 
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I mperforate. 
Unused. 
s+, 2 6 
1d red, a. 
6d blue, 210 O 
1s yellow green, 610 oO 


Fine roulette. 


1d red, 3 10 Oo 
6d blue, 5 15 0 
1s yellow green, 7 10 Oo 
Wide roulette. 
1d red, 710 © 
1s yellow green, 10 0 0 


( Zo be continued. ) 
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Historical Note on Thurn and Taxis and 


its Postage Stamps. 


By JuLes Bouvez. 


On the first of March, 1900, occurred the four hundreth anniversary of 
the appointment at Ghent (capital of Eastern Flanders, province of Belgium), 
of the first Postmaster General of Belgium, Francois of Taxis. This event, 
which did not receive the publicity or eclat which is generally accorded to 
other anniversaries in the postal domain, has a strong bearing on the modern 
conditions of existence, one of whose principal factors is the rapidity ac- 
quired in the exchange of correspondence. A short notice on the house of 
Taxis, its origin and the postage stamps which it issued, will therefore not be 
without interest to Philatelists. 

It was due to Francois of Taxis that Belgium was, among all the states 
of Europe, one of the first to benefit by a stable and regular postal organi- 
zation. 

The family of Thurn and Taxis descends directly from Eriprand de la 
Tour, a French cavalier, descended directly in the masculine line from 
Charlemagne. 

Eight members of this family of de la Tour were Lords of Milan from 
1259 to 1312. At this last date it was expelled and replaced by the Visconti. 
In the following year Lamoral I. established himself on the territory of 
Bergamo, and took the name of Tasso, from a neighboring mountain, which 
name somewhat later was changed to Tassis or Taxis. 

However, in the central archives of the Italian house of Thurn and 
Taxis, which are at Ratisbon, the name of the family of Taxis may be found 
inscribed in the following variations: Tasso, Tassi, Tassus, Tassis, Tasis, 
Thassis, Tiissis, Tarsis, Targis, Targes, Taxus, Taxius, Taxis, and finally, 
Taxis. 

Roger I. of Thurn and Taxis, grandson of Lamoral I., who went to 
Germany and was created Chevalier by Frederick III., in 1450, and then 
Master of the Hounds, became the founder of the greatness of his house, by 
the introduction of a postal system in the Tyrol. 

Charles V., in recompense of the services of the family (called in Ger- 
many “ Thurn and Taxis”), appointed Jean Baptiste, oldest son of Roger, 
Postmaster-General of the Empire, of Spain and the Low Countries. From 
him descend the four branches of the family which are found in Spain, Italy, 
Tyrol and the Low Countries. The Italian line counts the poet Torquato 
Tasso among its most illustrious members. 

Gabriel of Taxis, son of Roger and brother of Simon of Taxis, was the 
root of the Tyrolean branch of the family of Taxis, a branch which is still 
flourishing and installed at Innsbruck. He was elevated to an Imperial 
Barony on October 20, 1642, and acquired the dignity of Count on Septem- 
ber 19th, 1680. This family draws its origin from the neighborhood of 
Bergamo. 

Gabriel, of Taxis, under the Emperor Maximilian I., the Emporer Charles 
V., and his brother, King Ferdinand I., filled the office of Postmaster at 
Innsbruck, the seat of the central authority of Tyrol, and of lower Austria, 
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from 1504 until March 31st, 1529, the date of his death. He came to the 
aid of his cousins, the Grand Masters of Posts, Francois and Jean Baptiste of 
Taxis, by the creation of a General Direction of Posts of the Spanish- 
Austrian Empire, at Hapsburg. 

Gabriel of Taxis was, after his death, replaced in the administration of 
the post office at Innsbruck by his son, Joseph, who during the lifetime of 
his father had worked in the Postal Direction of ‘Tyrol and Austria. 

Joseph of Taxis died at Innsbruck on October 2ist, 1555. After his 
death the descendants administered, as a sort of legacy,with the right of primo- 
geniture, the office of Postmaster at Innsbruck, bearing, until our century and 
beginning with December 14th, 1701, the title of Hereditary and General 
Grand Master of Posts of upper and lower Austria. 

As we have indicated at the beginning of this notice, it was on March 
Ist, 1500 that, by letters patent, Philip I, King of Spain, concluded with 
Francois of Taxis, his Captain and Postmaster, an arrangement by which 
Taxis engaged to establish a postal system between the Low Countries, the 
court of the German Emperor, Maximilian I., the residence of the King of 
France and the court of Spain. Five years later, on January 8th, 1505, 
Philip the Handsome concluded with Francois of Taxis a convention by 
which the latter agreed, in consideration of an annual sum of 12,000 livres, 
to establish further postal interchanges, which were to go through the cities 
of Brussels, Malines, and other places in Germany. 

In 1516 Charles I., son of Philip I., who had just ascended the throne 
of Spain, reunited under his sceptre the Low Countries, Naples, Sicily and 
Sardinia, in addition to Spain. He soon appreciated that, for the proper ad- 
ministration of territories so widely distant from one another, the postal 
district of the house of Taxis had to be extended. He therefore concluded 
on November 12th, 1516, that is to say in the first year of his reign, with his 
Captains and Postmisters, who at that time were Francois of Taxis and the 
oldest of his nephews, Jean Baptiste of Taxis, a formal convention, by which 
the latter agreed to extend their postal service as far as Rome and Naples, to 
reduce their rates and to accelerate the transportation. 

Throughout the 16th and 17th centuries the illustrious family of Taxis 
continued its interest in the postal service of the various civilized European 
countries. In the Low Countries, in Burgundy, and in the territory of the 
Empire of Germany, Leonard I., of Taxis, who had received the title of 
Baron of the Empire on January 16th, 1608, attended to the functions of 
General Grand Master of Posts. His son, Lamoral, was at the head of the 
Imperial Post at the court of Prague. Charles of Taxis, the issue of a col- 
lateral branch, administered the important Bureau of Posts at Antwerp, and 
Octavius of Taxis that of Augsburg. The latter had at the same time the 
general supervision of the German Post Office. 

Paul of Taxis, Ferdinand of Taxis and Lorenzo Bordogna of Taxis 
united in the administration of the postal service of Tyrol. The Grand 
Masters of Posts of Spain and its dependent Italian Posts was Don Juan I. 
of Taxis, who was succeeded in his functions, in 1607, by his son, Don Juan 
II. of Taxis, Count of Villamediana. Finally, the business of the Correiro 
Maggiore Espagnol at Rome was entrusted to Antonio of Taxis. 

With the exception of France and Portugal, the members of the family 
of Taxis supervised everywhere the direction of the postal service, and a 
century after the creation of the first postal system, the descendants of Fran- 
cois of Taxis, thanks to their activity, had succeeded in acquiring a pre- 
ponderant influence in the international postal exchanges. In Belgium, as 
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well as in parts of Germany, the feudal administration of the house of 
Thurn and Taxis was replaced, during the Republic and the Empire, by the 
French administration, but as the result of the success of the coalition 
against Napoleon, the allied powers, on January 16th, 1814, framed at Frank- 
furt, a convention with Prince Charles Alexander of Taxis which granted to 
him the provisional administration of the postal service on the left bank of 
the Rhine. The Prince of Thurn and Taxis was confirmed on February 28th, 
1814, in the dignity and privileges of Hereditary General of Posts of Belgium. 
This condition existed for about a year, as, on March rsth, 1815, the 
Sovereign of Belgium, William of Nassau, took possession of all the Belgian 
posts and 1; ut into effect the general regulations of April 28th, 1808. As has 
been seen, until the reunion of Belgium and Holland, the house of Thurn and 
Taxis had possessed, as a heritage, the privilege of conducting the posts in 
the old province of Belgium. Belgium may thus justly claim credit for 
some of the greatest improvements introduced in the postal service, as they 
originated on its soil and as the result of the labors of the Lords of Thurn 
and Taxis. 

Under the postal administration of the house of Taxis, the first marks 
applied to correspondence were extremely crude. They consisted of heavy 
figures in red-brown color, indicating the tax to be collected; which was ex- 
pressed in sous or in patards, the money of the period. Later on, about 
1735, there appeared for the first time, by means of hand stamps, inscrip- 
tions on letters indicating the name of the forwarding bureau, independently 
of the figures representing the tax to be collected from the addressee. We 
have at hand a specimen of one of these letters, forwarded by the post office 
of Thurn and Taxis on May roth, 1737: Above the superscription and at 
the right of the address will be remarked the hand stamp of the bureau of 
origin, as well as the large numeral ‘‘ 3,"" indicating the tax or postage. En- 
velopes did not exist at this period and the address was written on the re- 
verse of the sheet. The paper was folded in various styles, but usually in a 
square or rectangle, and always in such a manner as to admit of the sealing 
of the folds by means of wax. It was not until about a century later, that is 
to say in 1852, that the system of prepayment of letters by means of postage 
stamps was introduced in the postal district of Thurn and Taxis. At this 
time the privileges of Prince, the Hereditary Grand Master of Feudal Posts 
of Germany, whose central administration was at Frankfort on the Main, 
extended to the following countries: The Grand Duchies of Hesse-Darm 
stadt, Electoral Hesse, Saxe-Weimar-Eisenach (including Allstiidt), the 
Duchies of Nassau, Saxe-Coburg, Saxe-Gotha, Saxe-Meiningen-Hildburg- 
hausen, the Landgraviate of Hesse-Homburg, the Principalities of Hohen- 
zollern, Lippe-Detmold, Shaumburg- Lippe, Reuss, Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt, 
(excepting Frankenhausen and Schlotheim), the cities of Arnstadt, Gehren 
and Gross-Breitenbach (in the Principality of Schwarzburg-Sondershausen), 
the free cities of Frankfort on the Main, Hamburg, Lubeck and Bremen 

The first stamps of Thurn and Taxis were issued as a result of the postal 
convention entered into on February 28th, 1852, between the post office of 
Belgium and that of Thurn and Taxis. The convention resulted in a con- 
siderable increase in the circulation of letters within the postal territory of 
Thurn and Taxis, as it secured a better regulation of communications be- 
tween the offices, by means of speedier transportation, on a basis more favor- 
able to the interests of the public. An important feature was the establish- 
ment of a daily and regular exchange of letters, as well as of samples of 
merchandise, newspapers and printed matter of all kinds, originating in Bel- 
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gium and the Hansiatic cities of Lubeck, Hamburg and Bremen. The 
statistical information which follows in regard to the number of letters that 
circulated in the territory of Thurn and Taxis, before and after the execu- 
tion of the convention referred to, will furnish interesting material under this 
heading. 


Number of letters which circulated in the territory of Thurn and Taxis 
from 1850 to 1854. 


Prepaid by Unprepaid. Total 
Postage Stamps. 
1850 1,357,625 1,357,625 
1851 1,542,887 1,542,887 
1852 1,318,615 944,564 2,263,179 
1853 1,614,718 1,104,095 2,718,813 
1854 2,073,104 1,041,811 3,114,915 


There were two sets of stamps of Thurn and Taxis; the first in kreutzers, 
for the central countries of Germany, in which the florin was the standard of 
currency. ‘These countries included the Grand Duchy of Hesse-Darmstadt 
and the Duchy of Nassau, the Duchy of Saxe-Coburg, the Duchy of Saxe- 
Meiningen, the Principalities of Hesse-Homburg, Hohenzollern and Schwarz 
burg-Rudolstadt, and the free city of Frankfort. The second set, with 
values expressed in silber groschen, were used in the northerly countries of 
Germany, in which the thaler formed the currency basis. This included the 
Grand Duchies of Electoral Hesse, Saxe-Weimar-Eisenach, the Duchy of 
Saxe-Gotha, the Principalities of Lippe, Reuss and Schwarzburg-Sonders- 
hausen, and the free cities of Hamburg, Bremen and Lubeck. 


(Zo be Continued.) 
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Schedule of Stamp Duties U. S. Treasury 
Department. 


OFFICE OF INTERNAL REVENUE. 


From and after Aug. 1, 1866. 


We have been shown by Mr. R. S. Nelson a small book, published in 
1866, in which are tabulated the various documents which were subject to 
U. S. internal revenue taxes and the rates established for the same, at that 
date. As these items will, no doubt, be of interest to the numerous collectors 
of revenue stamps, we have obtained permission to reprint them for the 
benefit of our readers : 

TAMP DUTY 
ACCIDENTAL INJURIES to persons, tickets or contracts for insurance 

against, are exempt from stamp duty. 

AFFIDAVITS in suits or legal proceedings are exempt from stamp duty 
AGREEMENT or Contract, other than domestic or inland bills 

lading. For every sheet or piece of paper upon which eithe: 

of the same shall be written : 

If more than one appraisement, agreement or contract shall be 
written upon one sheet or piece of paper, 5 cents for each and 

every additional appraisement, agreement or contract. 

AGREEMENT, renewal of, same stamp as original instrument. 
APPRAISEMENT Of value or damage, or for any other purpose, for each 

sheet of paper on which it is written s cts 
ASSIGNMENT OF A LEASE, same stamp as original, and additional 

stamp upon the value or consideration of transfer, according t 

the rates of stamps on Deeds. (See Conveyance.) 


ASSIGNMENT OF PoLicy, or policy of Insurance, same stamp as origin 
instrument 

ASSIGNMENT OF MORTGAGE, same stamp as that required upor 
mortgage for the amount remaining unpaid. (See Mortgage.) 

BaNK CHECK, draft or order for any sum of money drawn upon any 
bank, banker, or trust company, at sight or on demand 2 cts 

When drawn upon any other person or persons, companies 

corporations, for any sum exceeding $10, at sight or on demand 2 cts 


BILL OF EXCHANGE, (Inland,) draft or order for the payment of any 
sum of money not exceeding $1co, otherwise than at sight or on 
demand, or any promissory note, or any memorandum, check, r 
ceipt, or other written or printed evidence of an amount of mone} 
to be paid on demand or at a time designated, for a sum not ex 


ceeding $100 5 cts 
And for every additional $100, or fractional part thereof in excess 
of $100 5 cts. 


BILL oF ExcHANGE, (Foreign,) or letter of credit, drawn in, but pay- 
able out of, the United States, if drawn singly, same rates of duty 
as inland bills of exchange or promissory notes. 
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if drawn in sets of three or more—for every bill of each set, where 
the sum made payable shall not exceed $100, or the equiv- 
alent thereof in any foreign currency 

And for every additional $100, or fractional part thereof in excess 
of $100 

[The acceptor or acceptors of any Bill of Exchange, or order for 
the payment of anysum of money drawn, or purporting to be 
drawn, in any foreign country, but payable in the United States, 
must, before paying or accepting the same, place thereupon a 
stamp indicating the duty. | 

Pitt oF LADING or receipt (other than charter party) for any goods, 
merchandise, or effects to be exported from a port or place in the 
United States to any foreign port or place 

Bitt oF LapDING to any port in British North America does not 
require a stamp 

Bit, or LapinG, domestic or inland, requires no stamp. 

Bit OF SALE by which any ship or vessel, or any part thereof, shall be 
conveyed to or vested in any other person or persons, when the 
consideration shall not exceed $500 

Exceeding $500, and not exceeding $1030 $1 
Exceeding $1,000. for every additional amount of $500, or frac- 
tional part thereof 





2 cts. 


2 cts. 


10 Cts 


Bonp for indemnifying any person for the payment of any sum of 


money, when the money ultimately recoverable thereupon is 
$1000 or less 
When in excess of $1000, for each $1000 or fraction 

Bonp, for due execu'ion or performance of duties of office $1 

Bonn personal, for the payment of money. (See Mortgage.) 

Bonp of any description, other than such as may be required in legal 
proceedings, or used in connection with mortgage deeds, and not 
otherwise charged in this schedule 

Bonp or Note accompanying a mortgage requires no stamp if the 
mortgage is stamped. © But one stamp is required on those papers, 
which may be placed on either, and must be the highest rate re- 
quired upon either. 

Broker's Notes. (See Contracts.) 

CERTIFICATES OF MEASUREMENT or weight of animals, wool, coal, or 
hay, exempt from stamp duty. 

CERTIFICATES OF MEASUREMENT of other articles 

CERTIFICATES OF STOCK in any incorporated company 

CERTIFICATE OF PROFITs or any certificate or memorandum showing 
an interest in the property or accumulations of any incorporated 
company, if for a sum not less than $10 and not exceeding $50 

Exceeding $50 and not exceeding $1000 
Exceeding $1000, for every additional $1000, or fractional part 
thereof 


CERTIFICATE, Any certificate of damage or otherwise, and all other 


certificates or documents issued by any port warden, marine 
surveyor, or other person acting as such 
CERTIFICATE OF Deposit of any sum of money in any bank or trust 
company, or with any banker or person acting as such: 
If for a sum not exceeding $100, 
For a sum exceeding $100, 


n 
° oO 
J I 


om 
o 


cts. 


+ 
al 


5 cts. 
25 cts 


1o Cts 
25 cts. 
25 cts. 


25 cts. 


2 cts. 
5 cts. 
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CERTIFICATE of any other description than those specified 5 cts. 
CHARTER, renewal of, same stamp as an original instrument. 
CHARTER Party for the charter of any ship, or vessel, or steamer, or 
any letter, memorandum, or other writing relating to the charter, or 
any renewal or transfer thereof, if the registered tonnage of such 
ship, or vessel, or steamer, does not exceed 150 tons $1 oo 
Exceeding 150 tons, and not exceeding 300 tons 


3 oc 
Exceeding 300 tons, and not exceeding 600 tons 5 00 
Exceeding 600 tons iO o¢ 

Cueck. Bank check 2 cts 

CONTRACT. Broker's note, or memorandum of sale of any goods or 

merchandise, exchange, notes of hand, real estate, or property of 

any kind or description issued by brokers or persons acting as 

such, for each note or memorandum of sale 10 cts. 
BILL OR MEMORANDUM Of the sale or contract for the sale of stocks, 

bonds, gold or silver bullion, coin, promissory notes or other 

securities, made by brokers, banks, or bankers either for the 

benefit of others or on their own account, for each $100, or fiac- 

tional part thereof, of the amount of each sale or contract 1 ct, 
BILL OR MEMORANDUM of the sale or contract for the sale of stocks. 

bonds, gold or silver bullion, coin, promisory notes or other 

securities, not his or their own property, made by any person, 

firm or company not paying a special tax as broker, bank, or 

banker, for each hundred dollars, or fractional part thereof, of the 

amount of such sale or contract 5 cts 

CONTRACT. (See Agreement.) 

CONTRACT, renewal of, same stamp as original instrument. 

ConveyANCE, deed, instrument, or writing whereby any lands, te1 

ements, or other realty sold shall be granted, assigned, transferred, 
or otherwise conveyed to or vested in the purchaser or purchasers, 
or any other persons, by his, her, or their direction, when the 
consideration or value does not exceed $500 50 cts 
When the consideration exceed $500 and does not exceed $1000 $1 
And for every additional $500 or fractional part thereof, in excess 
of $1oco so cts 


ConveEYANCE—the acknowledgment of a deed, or proof by a witness, 
needs no stamp 

ConvEYANCE—Ccertificate of record of a deed does not require a stam] 

Crepit, LETTER or. Same as Foreign Bill of Exchange. 

Custom Houss Entry. (See Entry.) 

Custom House WITHDRAWALS. (See Entry.) 

Deep. (See Trust Deed.) 

DraFr. Same as Inland Bill of Exchange. 

ENDORSEMENT of any negotiable instrument exempt. 

EntTRY of any goods, wares, or merchandise at any custom house, 
either for consumption or warehousing, not exceeding $100 in 


value 25 cts. 
Exceeding $100 and not exceeding $500 50 cts 
Exceeding $500 in value $i 
Entry for the withdrawal of any goods or merchandise from bonded 
warehouse exempt. 


GAUGER’s RETURNS exempt. 
INDORSEMENT of any negotiable instrument exempt. 
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INDORSEMENT upon a stamped obligation in acknowledgment of its 


fulfillment exempt. 
INSURANCE (Life) Policy, when the amount insured shall not exceed 
$ rocco 25 cts. 
Exceeding $tooo, and not exceeding $5000 50 cts. 
Exceeding $5000 $e 
INSURANCE (Marine, Inland and Fire) Policies, or renewals of the 
same, if the premium does not exceed $10 10 cts. 
Exceeding $10, and not exceeding $50 25 cts. 
Exceeding $50 50 cts. 


Assignments of policy of insurance, same stamp as original instrument. 
INSURANCE, contracts, or tickets against accidental injuries to persons, 
do not require stamps. 
LEASE, agreement, memorandum, or contract for the hire, use, or rent 
of any land, tenement, or portion thereof, where the rent or rental 
value is $300 per annum or less 50 cts. 
Where the rent or rental value exceeds the sum of $300 per annum, 
for each additional $200, or fractional part thereof in excess of 
300 50 cts 
Assignment of lease, same stamp as original instrument, and the 
value or consideration of the transfer at the same rate as a deed. 
(See Conveyance. ) 
LEGAL DocuMENTs: Writ or other original process by which any suit 


is commenced in any court of record, either of law or equity 50 cts 
When the amount claimed in a writ issued by a court not of record, 
is $100 or over 50 cts 
Upon every confession of judgment, or cognovit, for $100 or over 
(except in those cases where the tax for the writ of a commence- 
ment of suit has been paid) 50 cts 
Writ or other process on appeals from justice courts or other courts 
of inferior jurisdiction to a court of record 50 cts 
Warrant of distress, when the amount of rent claimed does not 
exceed $100 25 cl 
When the amount claimed exceeds $100 50 cts 
LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION. (See Probate of Will.) 
LETTER OF CREDIT, Same as Bill of Exchange ( Foreign.) 
MANIFEST for custom house entry or clearance of the cargo of any 
ship, vessel, or steamer, for a foreign port: If the registered ton 
nage of such ship, vessel, or steamer does not exceed 300 tons $1 oo 
Exceeding 300 tons, and not exceeding 600 tons 3 co 
Exceeding 600 tons 5 
(These provisions do not apply to vessels or steamboats plying be- 
tween ports of the United States and British North America.) 
MEASURER’S RETURNS exempt. 
MEMORANDUM OF SALE, or Broker's note. (See Contract.) 
MORTGAGE OF LANDS, estate or property, real or personal, heritable 
or moveable, whatsoever; a trust deed in the nature of a mortgage, 
or any personal bond given as security for the payment of any 
definite or certain sum of money exceeding $100, and not ex 
ceeding $500 50 cts. 


Exceeding $500, and not exceeding $1000 $1 co 
And for every additional $500, or fractional part thereof in excess 
of $roco 50 cts. 
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Upon each assignment or transfer of a mortgage, a stamp duty sha 
be paid equal to that imposed on the original instrument. 
* Official documents, instruments, and papers issued by officers of 
the United States government exempt. 
*Official instruments, documents and papers issued by the officers 
of any State, county, town, or other municipal corporation, in the 
exercise of functions strictly belonging to them in their ordinary 


governmental or municipal authority exempt. 
Orper for the payment of money, if the amount is $10 or over 2 cts. 
PASSAGE TIcKk&T on any vessel from a port in the United States to a 
foreign port, not exceeding $35 50 cts. 
Exceeding $35. and not exceeding $50 $i co 
And for every additional $50, or fractional part thereof in excess 
of $50 $1 oo 


( Passage tickets to ports in British North America do not require 
stamps ) 


PaWNER’S CHECKS 5 cts 
Power OF ATTORNEY, for the sale or transfer of any stock, bonds, or 
scrip, or for collection of any dividends or interest thereon 25 cts 


Power OF ATTORNEY or proxy for voting at any election for officers 
of any incorporated company or society, except religious, charit- 


able, or literary societies, or public cemeteries 10 cts. 
POWER OF ATTORNEY to receive or collect rents 25 cts. 
POWER OF ATTORNEY to sell and convey real estate, or to rent or 

lease the same $1 oo 
POWER OF ATTORNEY for any other purpose 50 cts. 


[ Power of Attorney or other papers relating to applications for 
bounties, arrearages of pay, or pensions, or receipts therefor, re- 
quire no stamp. [See, also, Warrant of Attorney | 

PROBATE OF WILL, or letters of administration, where the estate and 
effects for or in respect of which such probate or letters of 
administration applied for shall be sworn or declared not to 


exceed the value of $2000 $1 oo 
Exceeding $2000, for every additional $1000, or fractional part 
thereof in excess of $2000 50 cts. 


Promjssory Nore. (See Bill of Exchange, Inland.) 
Deposit note to mutual insurance companies, when policy is subject 
to duty exempt. 
Renewal of a note subject to same duty as an original note. 
Protest of note, bill of exchange, acceptance, check, or draft, or 
any marine protest 25 cts. 
Quir Cxiaim Deep to be stamped as a conveyance, except when given 
as a release of a mortgage by the mortgagee to the mortgagor, in 
which case it is exempt; but if it contains covenants, May be sub- 
ject as an agreement or contract. 
Receipt for satisfaction of any mortgage or judgment or decree of 
any court exempt. 
SHERIFF'S RETURN on writ, or other process exempt. 
Trust Dsep, made to secure a debt, to be stamped as a mortgage. 
RENEWAL OF AGREEMENT, contract, or charter, by letter or other- 
wise, same stamp as original instrument. 
Receipts for the payment of any sum of money or debt due, or for a 
draft or other instrument given for the payment of money exceed- 
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ing $20, not being for satisfaction of any mortgage or judgment 


or decree of court. (See Indorsement.) 2 cts. 
Receipts for the delivery of property exempt. 
WAREHOUSE RECEIPTS exempt. 


WARRANT OF ATTORNEY accompanying a bond or note requires no 
stamp if the bond or note is stamped. 


WEIGHT’'S RETURNS exempt. 
Writs and other process in any criminal or other suits commenced 

by the United States or any State exempt. 
Official documents, instruments, and papers issued or used by 

officers by the United States Government exempt. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


Revenue stamps may be used indiscriminately upon any of the matters or 
things enumerated in Schedule B, except proprietary and playing card stamps, 
for which a special use has been provided. 

Postage stamps can not be used in payment of the duty chargeable on 
instruments. 

It is the duty of the maker of an instrument to affix the stamp thereto 
and to cancel the same in the manner required by law. Proper cancel'ation 
essential. 

Under the provisions of section 158, an instrument subject to stamp duty, 
but issued without a stamp or with an insufficient one, may be so stamped by 
the Collector as to be as valid to all intents and purposes (except as against 
rights required in good faith before such stamping and the recording of the 
instruments, if a record is required,) as if properly stamped when made or 
issued. Such an instrument issued at a time when and in a place where no 
collection district was established, may be stamped by the party who issued 
it, or by any party having an interest therein at any time prior to January 1, 

1867, and the legal effect of the stamps thus affixed will be the same as 
though affixed by the Collector. When originals are lost the necessary 
stamps may be affixed to copies. 

Suits are commenced in many States by other process than writ, viz 
summons, warrant, publication, petition, etc., in which cases these, as the 
original processes, severally require stamps. 

The jurat of an affidavit, taken before a Justice of the Peace, Notary 
Public. or other officer duly authorized to take affidavits, is held to be a 
certificate, and subject to a stamp duty of five cents, except when taken in 
suits or legal proceedings. 

Certificates of Loan, in which there shall appear any written or printed 
evidence of an amount of money to be paid on demand, or at a time 
designated, are subject to stamps duty as ‘‘ Promissory Notes.”’ 

When two or more persons join in the execution of an instrument, the 
stamp to which the instrument is liable under the law may be affixed and 
cancelled by either of them; and “‘ when more than one signature is affixed 
to the same paper, one or more stamps may be affixed thereto, representing 
the whole amount of the stamp required for such signatures,” 

No stamp is required on any warrant of attorney accompanying a bond 
or note when such bond or note has affixed thereto the stamp or stamps 
denoting the duty required; and whenever any bond or note is secured by 
mortgage, but one stamp duty is required on such papers, such stamp duty 
being the highest rate required for such instruments, or either of them. In 
such case a note or memorandum of the value or denomination of the stamp 
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affixed should be made upon the margin or in the acknowledgment of the 
instrument which is not stamped. 

*Particular attention is called to the change in section 154, by striking 
out the words “or used;” the exception thereunder is thus restricted to 
documents, etc., ISSUED by the officers therein named. Also to the changes 
in section 152 and 158, by inserting the words “and cancelled in the manner 
prescribed by law.” E. A. RoLiins, Commissioner. 


Our English Letter. 
By EDWARD J. NANKIVELL, 
LONDON, 5: May, 1goo. 

More values of Orange Free State stamps surcharged “ V. R. I.” have 
come to hand since my last letter. I have now before me a 6d value sur- 
charged on the Zes Pence, printed in blue instead of red, and the 1s on Een 
Shilling, brown. And I am told that there is also a printing of the “ 1s” 
surcharge on the 1s orange. In addition to these there is a “2d” on Twee 
Pence, and a “ss” on Vyf Shillings. The surcharge on the shilling has a 
stop after the “‘d.” In the other values chronicled there is no stop I see 
Major Evans, in the Month/y Journal, notes the 42d,'1d and 234d, with no 
stop after “V" of V. R. L., and the 1d with the “I” missing. These I have 
not seen. 


For some time these emergency issues will probably be well worth close 
watching for varieties, and collectors will, I think, do well to secure them 
early if they can get them at reasonable prices. The printing of the Zes 
Pence stamp in blue seems to indicate that the Orange Free State postal 
authorities were rearranging the colors of their stamps, probably with the in- 
tention of conforming to the Postal Union requirements. I should not be at 
all surprised to hear that stocks have been ordered, and perhaps even re- 
ceived, of %4d in green, 1d in red, and a new plate for the 2% in blue, for 
which no plate existed. It is curious to note that, just at present, we have the 
following current stamps all printed in blue, and even in the same shade: 
244d, 3d, 4d and now the 6d. A dealer tells me he has seen the 6d in blue, 
unsurcharged. 


There is much speculation as to what this unsurcharged 6d may be 
worth, The question is, has all the stock in that printing fallen into British 
hands, and been surcharged, excepting a few stray copies, or have only a few 
been left behind by Steyn’? If Steyn has the stock with him, it may yet be 
common, If otherwise, it may turn out to be a great rarity. No one can say 
at present. Meanwhile, we must possess our souls in patience, and pick up 
copies at face—if we can. 


Mr. Bacon tells me this morning that Part II. of the London Society's 
work on South Africa will be published next week. My advise gratis is, 
secure a copy early, at the published price. 


The growling and grumbling and swearing at the ups and downs, and 
downs and ups in the Gibbons’ catalogue continue unabated. I have never 
heard such wholesale grumbling as there is on this matter. On every hand 
one hears of trade being paralysed by the uncertainty that is generated by 
violent and unexpected fluctuations. If Phillips were to run for President in 
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this country just now, he would not stand a shadow of a chance of election 
No man is more roundly abused at present than he. But he contends, that 
all he has done is to price his own wares at the price at which he is willing to 
sellthem. It is a poser. Let those who swear trot out the evidence that he 
has played ducks and drakes with prices that he has no right to alter, 
and then we shall go more clearly into the rights and wrongs of the question. 


Personally, I believe that all this grumbling at the fluctuations and at the 
cutting of prices will disappear, like a bad dream, before a revival of good trade. 
That revival will assuredly come as soon as the present war is over, but not 
before. Till then, we shall probably go on swearing at each other, simply 
because some can find no more satisfying employment for their time and 
energy. 


As a matter of fact, I suspect that prices have not yet settled themselves 
in relation to the disturbing influence of auctions. Auctions have unsettled 
the basis of the stamp trade very materially. Collections, instead of being 
sold to dealers, now find their way into the auction room. Some dealers, re- 
cognising this, have almost given up buying for stock, and content themselves 
with filling orders for rarities by attending auctions. This sort of business 
means, mostly, smaller profits but quicker returns, but, above all, it relieves 
the dealer of the very heavy burden of carrying such large stocks at the cost 
of so much dead capital. 


I wonder how many collectors have given a moment’s thought to the 
enormous burden of stock that even an ordinary stamp dealer has to 
carry, compared with almost any other trader. A dealer who has only 
£5,000 or even £10,000 of stock can make but a very poor show of even 
medium stamps nowadays. The interest per day on £10,000 of capital 
is an appreciable item, and will want charging to some body or some thing, 
unless the dealer is qualifying for the Bankruptcy Court. 


“ All of which,” says a dealer at my elbow, “is the more reason why we 
should each of us avoid unnecessary fluctuations in our catalogues. ‘‘ And,’ 
he adds, with vehemence that almost makes me feel as if I were the sinner 
aimed at, “do you mean to tell me that I am justified in tampering with the 
market price of a stamp because I happen to get hold of a temporary stock ?”’ 
I humbly suggest that, as he has dropped on an unexpected stock, he would 
be a kind soul to let us poor collectors share in his good fortune. “And if 
I do’’, says he, ‘‘and my generosity is accentuated by the catalogue being 
priced accordingly, another of you collectors comes around, flings down a 
cheque for the balance of his account with me, and tells me, in a huff, that 
he has done with stamps, for, if prices are going to chop up and down, his 
expenditure can no longer be regarded as an investment, and he slams the 
door, and walks off, and I have lost one of my best customers. I tell you,’’ 
says he, “this dependence of the stamp trade upon the chance stock of any 
one dealer who happens to be the publisher of the best recognised philatelic 
catalogue is ruinous to the trade, ruinous, absolutely ruinous, and the sooner 
there is a change the sooner shall we all feel a safer distance from bank- 
ruptcy.” 


I retail the conversation. For the present, I offer no opinion, for I feel 
that there are two sides to the question, and I do not see clearly through it 
—yet. 
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Some Notes on the Telegraph Companies 
of the United States; their Stamps 


and Franks. 


By JosepruH S. RIcH 


It is a matter of history, but still of some interest at this moment, that 
the telegraph came into existence in 1844. I shall not trouble you with 
details of the trials, experiments, failures, etc., of the beginning of this great 
revolution in communication. It is well known that Morse spent every cent 
he had in the world experimenting and completing his instruments for send 
ing messages by electricity over a wire. After his return from Europe, on 
April 15, 1839, he was still working at his idea, and in the following year, 
1840, the first patent was issued to him. In 1841, Morse wrote a letter to 
his friend, Alfred Vail, in which these words appear:—‘“ I have not a cent in 
the world.” ‘To his partner, Smith, after still another year of poverty and 
anxiety, he wrote of his trials and in that letter we find the following:— 
“While, so far as my invention is concerned, everything is favorable, I find 
myself without sympathy or help from any who are associated with me, whose 
interest one would think would impel them, at least, to inquire if they could 
render any assistance. For nearly two years I have devoted all my time and 
scanty means, living on a mere pittance and denying myself all pleasures, 
even necessary food, that I might have a sum to put my telegraph in such a 
position before Congress as to insure success to the common enterprise. I 
am crushed for want of means, and means of so trifling a character, too, that 
they who know how to ask (which I do not) could obtain in a few hours 
One more year has gone for want of these means.”’ In February, 1843, a 
bill was passed by Congress, giving Morse $30,000 to build an experimental 
line between Washington and Baltimore. Morse was unaware of the vote in 
Congress. The daughter of his friend Mr. Ellsworth, Commissioner of 
Patents (her name was Annie G. and I mention it because it is a name to be 
remembered), called on the Professor next morning and said to him, 
“* Professor, I have come on purpose to congratulate you.”  ‘ Congratulate 
me! for what, my dear friend, can you offer me congratulations?’ “ Why,” 
she exclaimed gaily, as she enjoyed his wondering surprise, and he was at 
the time not in the fittest mood for pleasantries, “on the passage of your bill. 
The Senate last night voted you your money, $30,000." The news was so 
unexpected that for some moments he could make no reply. At length he 
said, ‘* Yes, Annie, you are the first to inform me. I was until now utterly 
unconscious of the fact, and now I am going to make you a promise. When 
the line is completed the first despatch sent upon it from Washington to 
Baltimore shall be yours.” ‘‘ Well she replied, “I will hold you to your 
promise.” It was now arranged that Mr. Morse should be allowed a salary 
of $2,500, during the construction of the line and the test. His assistants 
were Dr. L. D. Gale and Prof. J. C. Fisher. Mr. Alfred Vail took charge of 
the machinery, and the superintendent of construction was Mr. Ezra 
Cornell. The first message was sent over the wire on May 27, 1844, by Miss 
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Annie G Ellsworth, and it is said that the words of that first message were, 
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—‘* What hath God wrought!”. In this connection it may not be uninterest- 
ing for me to state that, in 1845, Prof. Morse wrote in Miss Ellsworth’s album 
a couple of verses as follows : 


To Miss A. G. E. 


THe Sun-Diat. 
‘*Horas non numero nisi serenas, 
1 note not the hours except they be bright. 

‘‘The sun when it shines in a clear cloudless sky 

Marks the time on my disk in figures of light. 
If clouds gather o’er me, unheeded they fly. 

I note not the hours except they be bright 
‘‘So when I review all the scenes that have past 

Between me and thee, be they dark, be they light, 
| forget what was dark, the light I hold fast. 

| note not the hours except they be bright.” 


Underdeath this Morse wrote the following note :—“‘ In traveling on the 
Rhine some years ago, I saw on a sun-dial at Worms the above motto. The 
beauty of its sentiment is well sustained in the euphony of its syllables, and 
I placed it in my own book, and have ventured to expand it in the stanzas 
which I now dedicate to my young friend A., sincerely praying that the dial 
of her life may ever show unclouded hours.” 

On April 1, 1845, the line was opened for public business. The op- 
erators were Mr. Vail at Washington and Mr. Henry J. Rogers at Baltimore. 
The Postmaster General had fixed the tariff at one cent for every four 
characters. The receipts during the first four days amounted to the magnifi- 
cent sum of ONE CENT. This was brought about by the use of the telegraph 
line by an office seeker, who said he had nothing but a $20 bill and one cent; 
so he bought a cent’s worth of telegraphy, the address not being charged for 
in either direction. Washington asked Baltimore,—‘ 4”, which in the list 
signified ‘‘ What time is it?”, and the answer came from Baltimore—“ 1 ”— 
which signified that it was one o’clock. This was one character each way 
and should have cost % acent. The man paid his cent and was satisfied to 
go away without his change. Onthe sth of the same month the receipts 
were 12% cents, on the 7th they ran up to 60 cents, on the 8th to $1.32. In 
the year 1896 they were $22,612,736. The immense value of the telegraph 
became apparent almost at once, and Prof. Morse offered to sell it to the 
Government for $100,c0o. The Postmaster General decided that telegrams 
sent at the rate of postage could not produce sufficient revenue to maintain 
the line without loss, and the offer was refused. Mr. Reid in his book “‘ The 
Telegraphy in America ”’, a book from which I shall quote very freely through- 
out these notes and to which I am indebted for much of the information which 
I possess on the subject, says :—“ It was a fortunate fact for the inventor and 
for the country.” ‘The American telegraph grew rapidly from this time on, 
and long before his death, Mr. Morse had the satisfaction of seeing his 
system in use in every portion of the civilized world. 

Having thus introduced you to the telegraph in general, I will proceed 
to take up the companies in chronological order. 


THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 


Upon the failure of Morse, in 1845, to sell his experimental, though 
successful, line to the Government, he endeavored to enlist private capital. 
In this he was successful, and Mr. Amos Kendall took steps to organize 














a company to build a line from New York to Baltimore and Washington. 
It was estimated that a line from Fort Lee, opposite New York City, or 
rather opposite the residence of the naturalist, Mr. Audubon, to Philadelphia, 
would cost $15,000. It was with great difficulty that sufficient money was 
raised in New York, but in Washington there was greater success. Among 
the names of the original subscribers to the $15,000 we find the firm of Cor- 
coran & Riggs, $1,000; Amos Kendall, $500; Ezra Cornell, $500; John M. 
Broadhead, $1,000; F. O. J. Smith, $2,750. As has been the case very often 
since, two shares of stock were issued on payment of the money sufficient to 
buy one share, and therefore the $15,000 represented $30,000 of stock. The 
patentees received an additional $30,000, and therefore the original watered 
stock was issued to the amount of $60,000. 
The Magnetic Telegraph Co. was incorporated by the Legislature 
of the State of Maryland, and this was the first charter issued to a 
telegraph company in the United States. The incorporators were S 
F. B. Morse, B. B. French, Geo, C. Penniman, Henry J. Rogers, John 
S. McKim, J. R. Trimble, W. M. Swain, John O. Sterns, A. Sydney 
Doane and Associates. The route was from Merchant's Exchange, 
Philadelphia, via the Columbia R. R. to Morgan’s Corners, thence via Norris- 
town, Boylestown and Somerville to Fort Lee by the ordinary wagon road. 
The reason that we find such a peculiar route taken is, that the railroad re- 
fused the right of way except on oppressive terms. By Jan. 20, 1846, the 
line had been completed to Fort Lee. Mr. Reid became director of the line 
with an office at Philadelphia. At this time, Mr. Smith of Washington, in 
the emyloy of this company, invented what is to-day known as the “ climber,” 
that peculiar instrument, which, attached to the feet of men, makes monkeys 
of them. Messages were sent across to New York by means of pigeons, until 
a lead pipe, enclosing a wire covered with cotton saturated with pitch, was 
laid across the North River, under the superintendence of EzraCornell, from 
Fort Lee to Audubon’s. But this proved a failure, and boatmen were em- 
ployed to carry the messages from Fort Lee to Audubon’s, to be sent down 
to the City. 

The first office for the reception of messages was opened at to 
Wall Street. The operating office was located in Jersey City, where it re- 
mained for more than a year, until a successful crossing of the Hudson 
River, 60 miles from New York City, was made. Not long after, the New 
York office was moved to Post’s Buildings, behind the Merchants’ Exchange. 
The original Post’s Buildings no longer remain, but in their place to-day we 
find the magnificent office buildings, still behind the reconstructed Merchants’ 
Exchange, now known as the New York Custom House. At that time the 
glass knobs which were used as insulators, glistened in the sun and made fine 
targets for boys and rifle shooters. Occasionally a rifleman would make an 
attempt to split the wire, and less occasionally the rifleman was successful. 
This, of course, caused much trouble. The great majority of people were 
entirely ignorant as to the use of the wire, and the question of splitting the 
wire or breaking the insulators did not concern them. The first calamity 
which occured to the telegraph line was one which has been repeated many 
times since. There was a night rain and a cold atmosphere and the wires 
were laden with ice—in the morning no two poles were connected 

The line from Philadelphia to Baltimore was built in 1846, under a con- 
tract by which it was to cost $12,000, but which was slightly increased later 
on. All the wires were directed to be covered with tar. I shall quote in 
this connection from Mr. Reid’s book: “ The originator of that sublime con- 
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ception is unknowr. In conformity with the order, however, a newly landed 
Scotchman was engaged, who, with a tar bucket slung at his side anda 
monster sponge in his hand, tarred the wire as far as Wilmington, De]. There 
tar proved too much for him, — he went to sleep and never woke. We 
buried him there. When he was gone no one would take his place. Being 
then in charge of the men, I took the bucket and sponge and lathered the 
electric road to the Susquehanna. There O'Reil y made a bonfire of my 
saturated garments. It was asad business. All the tavern keepers on that 
road long remembered the man with the tar bucket. At the town of North 
East they would not give me a bed.” 

The stockholders met and organized on Jan. 14, 1846. The officers 
were :—President, Amos Kendall ; Secretary, Thos. M, Clark ; Treasurer, 
A, Sydney Doane. The force was as follows: Washington, one operator ; 
Jersey City, three operators; Wall St., one clerk and four boys; Philadelphia, 
three operators, one clerk and three boys ; Wilmington, one operator ; Balti- 
more, two operators and one boy. Inthose days enormous rents were paid by 
telegraph companies for offices. The annual rent of the New York office 
was $250, Philadelphia office $150, Baltimore $150, Washington $50. On 
Feb. 1, 1875, the Western Union Telegraph Co., which is the successor of 
all early telegraph lines, moved into a modest little office at the corner of 
Dey St. and Broadway, measuring 75 x 150 ft. and 230 ft. from the pavement 
to the top, containing thirteen floors and built of iron, having three elevators 
and one special trunk elevator. This modest little office cost $2,200,000. 

Now, for the rates. The rates between Baltimore and Washington were 
1c-1. This means 10 cents for the first ten words and 1 cent for every extra 
word. New York to New Brunswick, 10-1; New York to Philadelphia, 25-2, 
New York to Washington, 50-5. This was considered at the time very ex 
orbitant, and in connection with exorbitant rates for messages I will quote a 
little story from Tegg's ‘* Posts and Telegraphs”’. Of course, these exorbitant 
rates led to the use of abbreviations and words meaning sentences, and this 
anecdote will fit the case. Mr. Tegg says:—‘*The despatches which pass 
over a line in the course of a year, if collected together, would present a very 
curious and interesting volume of correspondence. The price of 
transmission for a message depending upon the number of words which it 
contains, of course renders the construction of it necessarily as brief as 
possible. Most despatches are contained in less than ten words, exclusive of 
address and signature which are not charged for, and it is surprising how much 
matter is frequently contained in this small number. Among the best exam 
ples of brevity which we have met with, however, are the two following: A 
lady in a neighboring city desirous of ascertaining when her husband would 
return home, sent him a message making the inquiry, to which he responded 
that important business detained him and that he could not leave for some 
days. ‘The lady immediately replied by sending him another despatch 
couched in the following laconic manner:—‘To F. C. P. Despatch re- 
ceived. Deut. XXIV:5 Kate.’ The gentleman to whom the despatch 
was addressed, upon referring to the passage of scripture quoted, obtained 
the following lengthy and suggestive epistle: ‘When a man hath taken a 
new wife he shall not go out to war, neither shall he be charged with any 
business, but he shall be free at home one year and shall cheer up his wife 
which he hath taken.” The second example is the reply sent to a person in 
a distant city, who, having committed some offense against the laws, was 
desirous of ascertaining whether it would be prudent for him to return. He 
therefore telegraphed in the following style :—* New York. To B. C. M., 
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Philadelphia. Is everything O. K.? D. T. M. To which he obtained the 
following brief reply:—‘ Philadelphia. To D. T. M., New York. Prov. 
Chap. XXVII: 12., B.C. M.’ Upon referring to the passage indicated, the 
inquiring individual obtained the following valuable advice, which it is pre 
sumed he followed:—‘ A prudent man forseeth evil and hideth himself ; but 
the simple pass on and are punished.’’ 
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On the reverse of the envelopes, which enclosed telegrams in the early 
days, are found various seals. It does not appear just when the sealing labels 
were introduced, but they were probably brought into use during the 
administration of Mr. Wm. M. Swain, or possibly while he was one of he 
directors in the company. He was a man of great energy, nad possibly the 
only one in the corporation, at that time, who had very clear ideas of busi 
ness methods. Almost all telegraphic business management of the day was 
due to his energy. These seals cannot in any way be considered as telegraph 
stamps. An examination of the envelopes on which they appear shows 
plainly what they were used for. None of the envelopes have any gum on 
the upper flap, and, the messages enclosed in these envelopes being usually 
of a private and confidential nature, some method was necessary to seal 
them, and the four flaps at their junction were covered by a circular seal 
25 mm. in diameter, printed on a very deep blue glazed paper. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. Clarence H. Eagle 1 have had the privi 
lege of seeing one of these enve lopes, enclosing a telegram, dated Baltimore, 
Jan. 12, 18409 which clearly fixes its date. The face of the envelope bears 
an inscription i in six lines 


MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH 
INVENTED BY 
Ss. F. B. MORSE, AN AMERICAN CITIZEN 
Office in Washington, 
CONGRESS HALL, 
Pennsylvania Avenue, opposite National Hote 
In the lower left hand corner, in two lines : 
If you desire an answer, 
The bearer will wait 
In the lower right hand corner in two lines : 
No charge for 
Delivery. 
The seal on the back reads, in circle : 


MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH CO 
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In the center in four lines : 
OFFICE 
Cor. Louisiana 
Avenue & Six St. 
Washington. 


New YorK & ERIE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH Co. 


In August, 1847, the construction of this line was begun. The route 
was by the public roads from New York through Harlem. White Plains, Sing 
Sing, Peekskill, Newburgh, Goshen, Middletown, Honesdale, Montrose, Bing- 
hampton, Ithaca, Dansville, Nunda, and Pike, to Fredonia. The line was 
440 miles long. A line from Ithaca to Binghamton was incorporated with 
this. The construction price was $250 per mile for the first wire and $100 
per mile for each additional wire. The company was organized October 1, 
1849, as the New York & Erie Telegraph Association. It was expected that 
this line would be a wonderful success, but, to use the words of a writer: “It 
was a great artery, but had no vitality for propelling blood. It soon became 
tributary to other companies.” A seal was used by this company which is al- 
most a perfect duplicate of that used by the Magnetic Telegraph Co. The 
only difference is in the words of the inscription. In this case there are, in a 
circle: “ New York & Erie Telegraph Co.”; inside of this circle, in four 
horizontal lines : 


OFFICE 
No. 5 Hanover 
Cor. Beaver St. 
NEW YORK. 
(No. 5 Hanover St., by the way, was Post’s buildings. ) 


The seal is printed on deep blue, surface-glazed paper, exactly like the 
other, and is placed on the envelope in the same manner as the previously 
described seal. 


New York & Boston MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH. ASS'N. 


Organized under an Act of the Legislature of Connecticut, passed in 
the session of 1845-46, with a capital of $175,000. On February 21, 1846, 
the line between Boston and Lowell had been completed, and Miss Sarah G. 
Bagley was appointed operator at the Lowell depot. She is the first woman 
telegraph operator on record. By March 22d the line had been extended to 
Springfield, by the 26th to Hartford, by the 1st of May to New Haven. New 
York was reached on the 27th of June, 1846. The office in Boston was in 
the Merchants’ Exchange Building; in Worcester in a building of the same 
name; in Springfield it was in Massasoit Row (probably that ugly row of build- 
ings which to-day is known as the Massasoit House). The New York office 
was in Post’s buildings. In the New York office a single messenger was able 
to do all the work of delivery. The line was subject to many delays, owing 
to poor construction, and this became very annoying to those who found it 
necessary, for business reasons, to use the telegraph, At this time Mr. Smith 
stepped in and spent $25,000 on improvements on the line and in making it 
the best in those days. Just then another company was looking for the 
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business from Boston, and Mr. Smith threw down the gauntlet, in the form 
of a letter to the opposition company, which is of sufficient interest to quote 
in full :— ** To-day I bring out an offer in Boston. I propose to deposit 
$1,000 in the Merchants’ Bank in Boston, against $1,000, that my Durham 
bull, weighing over 2,500 lbs, will carry a message of 1000 words from 
Boston to New York, in less time than the House Patent can carry it; and I 
give the House instruments the Boston wires gratis to try on, and October 
and November to accept the offer in. If this offer don’t get the public right, 
I don’t know how big a bull they want to do that for them. Let this propo- 
sition have a good run through the United States, as it certainly will, if its 
mixture of the serious, ridiculous and sublime will make it take, and House 
and his Cincinnati coadjutors will run bull mad.” 
(Signed) F. O. J. Smith. 


Much amusement was caused by this challenge. The rate between New 
York and Boston was 50 cents for each ten words, and no reducton to the 
press. Mr. Alexander Jones in his Historical Sketch of the Electric Tele- 
graph, written and published in 1851, writes: ‘‘ We early invented a kind of 
short-hand system, or cipher, intended greatly to abbreviate commercial 
news transmitted by telegraph, a notice of which appeared in the Hera/d in 
1847. This was so arranged, that the receipts of produce and the sales and 
prices of all leading articles of breadstuffs, provisions, &c., could be sent 
from Buffalo and Albany daily, in twenty words, for both cities, which, when 
written out, would make one hundred or more words. This plan of ab- 
breviation, or some modification of it is continued on the same route, besides 
others, to the present day. Copies of the cipher, either in manuscript or in 
print, were placed in the hands of correspondents who should either com- 
pose or translate messages for the press. Another party also contrived a 
cipher, but on an entirely different plan. Our first effort was found, in its 
daily use, to be imperfect, and we soon prepared a second edition. We com- 
menced sending and receiving commercial reports by it early in 1847, be- 
tween New York, Baltimore, Boston and Buffalo, and subsequently between 
New York and Cincinnati, New Orleans and St. Louis. 

Mr. F. O. J. Smith, the controller of the New York and Boston Morse 
line, established his charges at fifty cents foreach ten words. We received a 
daily report from Boston of the markets over his line, of ten words in our 
cipher, which, when translated for the press, made at least from fifty to sixty, 
Mr. Smith, thinking we were getting more than our money's worth, 
decided that five letters constituted the average of English words, and 
directed that all the letters, in a message sent in cipher, should be counted, 
and the whole divided by five for the number of words, and charged accord- 
ingly. We then, thinking other lines might follow his example, set down and 
ransacked Walker's Dictionary for a collection of short words, and in no case, 
as far as practicable, did we select one with more than five to six letters. 
After much labor we had a new cipher ready for the press. When printed 
it made about 70 or 80 pages octavo, and altogether, the edition comprising 
only a few hundred copies for private use, cost us a considerable sum of 
money, on account of the large amount of figure work. Mr. Smith soon 
after decided that three letters made an English word, and we then abandoned 
receiving markets over his line from Boston, but supplied some of the papers 
in that city for some time with New York markets prepared by it, and also 
used it on lines leading to Baltimore, Cincinnati, and Buffalo.” 

This “ kind of short-hand system, or cipher,” invented by Mr. Jones in 
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1847, is probably the origin of all our modern elaborate telegraph and cable 
codes. 

In July, 1852, this company absorbed its competitor, the New York & 
New England, and a single company, under the name of the New York & New 
England Union Telegraph Co., was formed. We find that the New York & 
Boston Magnetic Telegraph Association used, in 1850, a seal which is almost 
an exact duplicate of the two seals previously described, except that the words 
in the circle were changed to fit the name of this Association, and read as 
follows: “New York & Boston Magnetic Telegraph Association.” 
printed on deep blue, surface- glazed paper. 


(Zo be Continued.) 


This is 


Victorian War Stamps. 


The Australian Philatelist publishes an article, which we reprint, on the 
subject of the stamps to be issued in Victoria for the benefit of the patriotic 
funds, collected in the interest of the Victorian soldiers participating in the 
South African War. It is evident that these stamps are not intended to serve 
a postal purpose, but are to be considered only in the light of souvenirs 
They are therefore of but little interest to stamp collectors 

“Mr. C, B. Donne sends us the following cuttings : 


‘THE POSTMASTER GENERAL'S AWARD. 
‘The Postmaster General recently authorized the Government Printer 
to call for designs for special war stamps, which he desired to issue, in order 
to augment the Empire Patriotic or Bushmen’s Corps Funds. Mr. Watt 
proposes to issue 20,000 two penny stamps, to be sold at 2s., and 40,000 one 
penny stamps, to be disposed of at 1s. each, and prizes of #5 5s. for the 
best competitive design for either denomination, and £2 2s, for the second 
best, were offered. ‘he Government Printer, in response to his advertise- 
ment, received 120 designs, which were submitted to the Postmaster General 
who abjudicated upon their merits yesterday. Mr. Watt has awarded the 
first prize for the two penny stamp to “ Armis et fide,’’ whose design bears 
evidence of an expert hand in its workmanship, and has the merit of simplic 
ity. It depicts a picket on foot, and armed scouts scanning the horizon of 
the open veldt in the Transvaal, whilst in the distance are the faint outlines 
of the hills which the British have had to scale. The central figures are 
clad in the uniform of the Victorian contingents. The first prize for penny 
stamps goes to ‘Victoria Cross,” whose motto denotes the design. At the top 
of it is the word “ Victoria,” and in a scroll centre is a Victoria Cross, with 
the ends of a sabre and rifle projecting in the spaces between the four divisions 
of the Maltese cross. On the face of the cross are the words, “ Africa, for 
valour, 1900.” The design, ‘Deo et Regina,” which carries off the second 
prize for two penny stamps, shows on the left hand side the head of Her 
Majesty the Queen, with a background of national flags, and on the right 
is a spirited little sketch of Mounted Rifles in action, while surrounding it 
are the words, “‘ Victorian Troops’ first appearance on the battlefield, Boer 
War, 1900.” The second prize in the penny division falls to “ Carnclough,” 
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who devotes the central portion of his design, in horseshoe shape, to a file of 
mounted infantry, at attention on an open plain, fringed with cone shaped 
hills. On either side of the horseshoe are the figures of Australian soldiers. 
Special care will be taken by the Government Printer w hen engraving the 
stamps, and the colors in which they are tobe printed will be decided at a later 
date. Orders for them will be taken at the General Post Office or through 
country offices from to-morrow, ard, as it is anticipated that the whole of the 
stamps will be sold, the net amount for the Patriotic Fund should 


approx 
imate £ 3,600.’ 


“War STAMPS, 
‘The Victorian Issue. 
‘Confined to the Colonies. 


’ An important inquiry has been made concerning the issue of war stamps 
by the Victorian Government. The question is: Will the issue be re- 
cognised as stamps, or will they be accepted to frank letters to South Africa ? 

’The Deputy Postmaster General, Mr. Outtrim, was asked by the 
Herald to elucidate the matter. He explained that the issue was of 20,000 
two penny stamps and 40,000 penny stamps, the use of which was limited to 
the colonies. This is done under the regulations of the International Postal 
Union, which lay down that any stamps of a ‘commemorative’ or similar 
character are not to be used for international services. The Deputy P. M 
G, thinks this restriction was put in for the benefit of philatelists "At all 
events,’ he said, ‘the philatelists do not recognise this issue of ours, and it is 
hard to understand why they should oppose it unless for the reason that it 
will take #30c0 from the public. Very few of the public charity issue were 
used, most people keeping the stamps as a souv enir, and I suppose it will be 
the same with the war stamps.’’ 


Auction Sales. 


Our final sale for this season contained the celebrated Deats collection 
of revenues, and our most sanguine expectations were exceeded by the re- 
sult. The success of this sale again proves that a specialist’s collection, no 
matter in what line, consisting of rare stamps in fine condition, will realize 
magnificent prices, even though in certain other directions the stamp market 
may be somewhat depressed. Almost every stamp in perfect condition 
realized a very high figure, the general average of such specimens having 
been from 80 to 150 per cent. of catalogue prices. 

We append a list of the most important lots, with the prices realized, 
which will be of considerable value to collectors in estimating, for the future, 
the value of their revenue stamps. 


FIRST ISSUE. 


Imperforate. 


1c Playing Cards, fine margin, very fine $ 8.50 
— unsevered vertical pair, very fine 

1c Proprietary, unsevered vertical pair, fine 
3c Playing Cards, magnificent vertical pair 86.00 
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$1.30 Foreign Exchange, large margins, magnificent copy 31.50 
— another beautiful copy, with large margins 33-50 
$1.90 Foreign Exchange, brilliant copy, strong color, large margins 

on three sides 37-50 
$2.00 Probate of Will, large margins, very fine 37.00 
— another copy, slightly cut into along lower left margin, otherwise fine 26.00 
$2.50 Inland Exchange, good margins, strong color, very fine 22.00 
$3.50 Inland Exchange, cut close at right and has pin hole, good mar- 

gins on other sides 21.00 
$20.00 Probate of Will, magnificent color, good margins on two sides, 

very fine 32.¢ 
— magnificent vertical pair, enormous margins, strong color 85.00 
$200.00 U. S. I. R., large margins, magnificent copy 21.00 
— another one, same condition 20.50 
— unsevered horizontal pair, good margins 41.50 
— unsevered vertical strip of 3 60.75 

Perforated. 

6c Proprietary, not well centered, but very fine, full original gum, un- 

used $23 00 
— another unused one, slightly dirty on face, otherwise fine 23.10 
— another one, a few perforations missing in upper left corner, other- 

wise very fine, very well centered, lightly cancelled 24.50 
$20.00 Probate of Will, a brilliamt copy 22.00 
— another one, same condition 19 00 
$25.00 Mortgage, unserved horizontal pair, imp. between, a tear about 

¥% inch long runs through the left hand stamp and into the 

margin between the two; otherwise fine 30.¢ 

SECOND ISSUE. 

$200.00 blue, black and red, magnificent, well centered copy, with 

herring bone cancellation $70.00 
— another one, equally fine, with ink cancellation 75.50 
$500.00 blue, black, green and red, very well centered, with light 

cancellation 231.00 
— another one, even stronger in color and light cancellation, but has 

a pin hole and small thin spot near the top, otherwise brilliant 170.00 
Inverted medallion, 1c blue and black, 8.2 
— soc blue and black, fine 14.50 
— 25c blue and black, stamp has been creasad, otherwise fine, 25.50 
— 7oc blue and black, brilliant copy, 27.00 
— $1.00 blue and black, very fine, 46.c0 
— $5.00 blue and black, not perfectly centered, but fine, 19.00 
— — another one, brilliant copy, 32.00 

THIRD to SIXTH ISSUES. 

$20.00 orange and black, very fine, 9.00 
Inverted Medallion : 5c orange and black, not perfectly centered, still 

very fine, 20.50 
— 15c brown and black, not perfectly centered, 45 00 
— 30c orange and black, beautiful specimen, 25.00 
— — another one, almost equally fine, 24.00 





























— $1.00 green and black, beautiful specimen, 
Sixth issue: 2c ultramarine, imperf. block of 4, 


21.00 
PROPRIETARY STAMPS. 
1871-75: violet paper: soc green and black, magnificent specimen, with 
full o. g, unused, 20.00 


— — $1,00 green and black, magnificent unused specimen, with full 
0. g., the perforations very slightly cut into the design at the top, 65.00 
— — $5.00 green and black, absolutely perfect, unused specimen, 
with full o g. and imprint “ Geo. T. Jones, Patented March 22, 
1870” at bottom, 
—  — — cancelled specimen, showing very small thin spot on back, 
otherwise perfect, 205.00 
— inverted medallion: violet paper: rc green and black, fine, 


325.00 


19.00 
— — green paper: 2c green and black, fine, 33.50 
— — — 4c green and black, slightly damaged in lower left corner, 
otherwise fine, 44.0 
1878: watermarked paper: 5c black, magnificent unused specimen, 
with full o. g., 27.00 
PRIVATE PROPRIETARY STAMPS. 
MatTcH STAMPS, 
Olid Paper. 
American Match Co. (Rock Island): 3c green, at the upper left five 
or six perforations have been torn away, otherwise a good 
specimen of this stamp, 14.00 
J. J. Macklin & Co.: rc black, on thin tissue paper, very fine, 75.co 
— 1c black, on ordinary white paper, stamp has been slightly damaged 
in several places, 21.25 
Silk Paper. 
Alexander’s: 1c blue, stamp has had a crease which has resulted in a 
thinning of the paper, and a pin hole near the left side, otherwise 
good, 27.5 
MEDICINE STAMPS. 
Old Paper. 
Dalley’s Magical Pain Extractor: 1c black, variety reading “$10 
instead of “ $1.00°’, a few very slight defects, otherwise desirable 
copy, 2 
D. Jayne & Son: tc blue, die cut, on ruled ledger paper, slightly 
damaged at the two ends, otherwise fine $35.00 
Silk Paper. 
Scheetz’s Bitter Cordial: 4c black, imperforate, a few mm. of frame 
line cut away in upper right corner, otherwise very fine 25.00 
Pink Paper. 
F. Brown: 2c black, very fine 30.00 


— — another one, very slight nick in upper margin, otherwise very 
fine 
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Watermarked Paper. 
Hiscox & Co.: 4c black, small thin spot where hinge has been re- 


moved, otherwise very fine, full o. g. 33.¢ 
Seabury & Johnson: 1c lake, fine 14 
— — another one, equally fine 14.2 


PERFUMERY STAMPS. 
Old Paper. 
X. Bazin : 2c blue (die cut), very slight nick in top margin, but stamp 
in fine condition 25 
Pink Paper. 
C. B. Woodworth & Son: 2c blue, lacks a few perforations in the 
corners and the paper is not strongly pink 61 
PLAYING CARDS. 
Caterson, Brotz & Co.: 5c brown, no perforations on three sides, and 


perforations at bottom running through the figures “‘5’’ as well as 
the word “ Philadelphia” 1c? 
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Ausrria—The London correspondent of the Metropolitan Philatelist 
states that the corner ornaments in the unpaid letter stamps have been slightly 
altered, and that the inscription in the oval is now in white letters instead of 
in color. 

i s a i # 

Be_ciumM.—The Zimbre-Poste states that the official journal announces 
changes in the 1 and 2 franc stamps, which are to become respectively orange 
and lilac. Several of our contemporaries have announced the appearance of 
the 1 franc stamp, but we should judge that this is a little bit premature. 


@? &@ &@& &@ @ 


DOMINICAN RepusBLic.—We have received from several correspondents 
copies of a Decree authorizing the issue of 4% and % centavo stamps, in order 


to facilitate the prepayment of postage on printed matter. 
We publish herewith a copy of the Decree in question : 


ON THE INITIATIVE OF THE EXECUTIVE POWER. 


In view of the fact that the want of low values in the present issue of 
postage stamps renders the prepayment of printed matter and circulars im- 
possible, and that the Government desires to facilitate the circulation of these 
within and without the territory of the Republic, it is resolved : 

Art. 1. To issue the following quantities of postage stamps : 

100,000 stamps of 4% centavo 
100,000 ™ % se 

Art. 2. The present resolution shall be sent to the Executive power. 

Given in the Hall of the Sessions of the National Congress, on the 30th 
day of the month of March, 1900, the 57th of our independence and the 37th 
of the restoration. 

The President, (Signed) M. Usatpo Gomez. 
(Signed) Enrique J. Castro. 
(Signed) L. I. ALVAREZ 


24 > 4% <4 


The Secretaries, 


mm 


GIBRALTAR.—Offices in Morocco.—The London Philatelist states that 
the 5c wrapper has now appeared with the London type of surcharge. 
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GREECE.—Mr. A. Calman has shown us a vertical pair of the 1 lepta of 
the current issue, perf. 1134 and imperf. horizontally between. 
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BussAHIR.—We copy the following from the Monthly Journal, and 
simply add that the varieties are merely varieties in shade of the monogram 
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and in the perforation, which will scarcely make them worthy of special list- 
ing in our catalogue : 

‘Since writing what appeared last month we have examined some more 
impressions of the new stamps, and Mr. W. T. Wilson has shown us the 2a 
and 12a of the earlier types with the new variety of perforation, or roulette. 
The impressions we saw last year of the second type of 14a are not only 
quite different in color from those now received, but they have all the ap- 
pearance of being printed from a copper plate, whilst the recent ones are 
evidently lithographed. We omitted to state that all the new stamps we saw 
last month have the monogram in rose ; we now have several values with it 
in a kind of drown-lake tint. 


“ Adhesives. 

'4a., violet and brown-lake; pin-perf. 
Ya., ultramarine Ks i 

1a., dull olive 

2a., orange-yellow 
4a., dull violet 
12a., deep green perf. 
124., re and rose; pin-perf. 


“ “ce 
ce ae 


“é 


“ We have also found a copy of the 12a., perforated, which has escaped 
the surcharge.” 


Morocco,—We illustrate the 1 peseta stamp of the set for use between 
Mazagan and Marakech. 





New SoutH WaALEs.—We read in the Monthly Journal that a new 2p 
stamp has been issued. The design is said to be the work of A. B. Cousins, 
and represents the landing-place of Capt. Cook at Kurnell, Botany Bay. 


ee? &@ @ @ 


Porto Rico—The Washington correspondent of the Metropolitan 
Philatelist states that all surcharges on Puerto Rico stamps are to go out of 
use, and that United States stamps without surcharge are to be used in future. 
Orders are said to have been issued to all postmasters on the island to send 
in their entire stock to San Juan by May 1, to have it counted, in order that 
due credit can be given for what is stillon hand. This stock is not to be 
destroyed, but will be used up before new supplies are issued. 


2 FS -} 


RHODESIA.—We copy the following interesting information from the 
London Philatelist : 


“Telegraphing from Mafeking under date of March 24th, Reuter’s 
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correspondent states that ‘siege postage stamps have been issued, and a 
regular system of despatch runners has been instituted. The four stamps 
are surcharged a higher value with the words “ Mafeking besieged.” Let- 
ters may now be posted in the town to the outposts or any other part of the 
defences.’ 

“ The following interesting information is given in the 1. /.:— 


‘A correspondent at Bulawayo informs us that during the siege of 
Mafeking, the Postmaster of which place is distributer of stamps for the 
British Bechuanaland Protectorate, one of the offices in the latter territory 
ran out of stamps, and was supplied with stamps of the B.S. A. Company. 
These stamps were not surcharged in any way, but it is reported that some 
ingenious person has overprinted certain B. S. A. stamps with the words 
** Bechuanaland Protectorate’, and as these are being offered for sale as 
provisionals, it is well to warn our readers that this surcharge is a fraud.’ 

“The G/ode is responsible for the statement that 3d stamps have been 
issued in Mafeking bearing the portrait of Baden-Powell. We presume the 
Orange (Free) State provisionals will bear the portrait of Lord Roberts!” 


i oH + se at 


Spain.—The Zimbre Poste chronicles and illustrates the 15 centimes 
value of a new set, which is rather handsome in appearance, bearing the 
portrait of the King as he looks at present. The work is said to be well 
executed. Our contemporary does not state definitely that this new stamp 
has been placed in circulation, and therefore we shall withhold our listing of 
it until we are definitely sure of its having been issued. 


? 2? @& @ © 


Tonca.—We have just received a specimen of the 74 penny stamp of 
the current issue with the head inverted. The correspondent who sends us 
the stamp informs us that one sheet was found with this variety. 

It is a rare occurrence for an error of this kind to appear in the printings 
of Waterlow & Sons, and we have no doubt that it will be in considerable 
demand. 


- &@ & & 


TASMANIA.—We illustrate the 14, 5 and 6d stamps chronicled by us last 
month. 
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UNITED STATES.—We have 
been shown a Briggs’ Despatch stamp, 
of the same type as our 1.73 but with 
the word ‘‘ Paid” on the envelope 
which is to be found directly beneath 
the inscription “ Briggs.’ As far as 
our knowledge goes, this is an en- 
tirely new discovery. 

Local stamp. 

Briggs’ Despatch. 

Black on buff. 

AUSTRIA.—In addition to the 
various kinds of adhesives which have 
been chronicled in the earlier num- 
bers of this year, the Deutsche Brief- 
marken Zeitung now lists a quantity 
of entires. 

Envelopes. 

Size 134x106mm. 
10h rose on white 

Size 157x129mm. 
toh rc se on brownish 

Wrapper. 

Size 150x300mm. 
3h yellow brown on yellow 

Pneumatic envelope. 

Size 143x87mm. 
30h carmine on rose 

Postal cards. 
10h rose 
1ox1oh rose 

Letter cards. 

6h yellow on blue 
roh rose on gray 

Pneumatic postal cards 
20h brown on gray blue 
20x2oh brown on gray blue 

Pneumatic letter cards. 
30h carmine on rose 


Austrian Post Offices in the Levant — 
In addition to the values which had 
been chronicled by us, Mr. C. Witt 
has now shown us the 2 and 4 kronen 
surcharged respectively 1o piastres 
and 20 piastres. 

Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 

Black surcharge. 
ropi on 2kr gray lilac 
2opi on 4kr gray green 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.—In 
various daily papers we have read of 
certain provisional stamps, said to 
have been issued by Major General 
Baden-Powell during the siege of 
Mafeking, but we have been rather 
skeptical of the truth of these reports 
Our contemporary, the /PAz/atelic 
Journal of Great Britain, seems to 
attach some weight to the evidence 
presented in favor of the stamp, and 
states that it was used on letters car- 
ried by runners through the Boer 
lines. Only one value appears to 
have been issued, namely, a 3 penny 
stamp surcharged 6 pence. 

Adhesive stamp. 


Provisional issue. 
Watermarked Anchor. 
6p on 3p violet rose 


CHILB.—We have now received 
the roc value of the current series, 
which is printed in a handsome shade 
of lilac. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Rouletted. 
roc lilac 


























COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC. — Mr. 
W. F. Gregory informs us that a 2oc 
value in the Cucuta type has ap- 
peared. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Provisional issue. 

Perforated. 
2o0c yellow 





ORBTE— The Weekly Philatelic 
Era has received a postal card with 
stamp of the new design 

Postal card. 

101 dark carmine 


FRANCB.—We have now received 
the 2 francs stamp in the current 
type. 

Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated 14x13%. 
2fr yellow brown on pale blue 


French Cffices in Egypt.—Port Said. 
—The Philatelic Era announces the 
issue of a 15c envelope, the regular 
envelope of France of that value be- 
ing surcharged “ PORT SAID” in the 
same type as was used for surcharg- 
ing the postage stamps. 

Our contemporary also refers to a 
previous chronicle of a 5c envelope 
in a similar style, which has appar- 
ently escaped our attention. 

Envelopes. 

Black surcharge. 

5c green on pale green 
15c blue on pale green 





GERMAN EMPIRB.— Mr. C. Witt 
has shown us a Variety of entires with 
the stamp of the new type. 


Postal card. 
spf green 
Pneumatic card 
25pf yellow brown 





Kishengarh.—This State appears to 
be rather prolific in the matter of its 
issues or else the chronicles of them, 





as contained in our contemporaries, 
are not accurate. We have just re- 
ceived a small shipment containing 
two colors additional to those chronic- 
led by us. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated. 

Ya carmine 

Ir gray green 





JAPAN.—In our March number 
we announced a stamp to be issued 
on the occasion of the wedding of the 
Crown Prince. This stamp has now 
been received by us. 

Adhesive stamp 

Perforated. 





38 Carmine 


New Zealand—We have now re- 
ceived the 2 penny stamp of the local 
printing, the design being an almost 
exact copy of the original die except 
that it is smaller in size. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 11% 
2p red violet 


NICARAGUA.—Among some offi- 
cial correspondence from this country 
we find a 2oc stamp of the official 
series of 1898. This stamp was not 
contained among the sample sets sup- 
plied to us by Mr. Seebeck about two 
years ago, but it was evidently in use 
and must be added to the remainder 
of the series, 


Official stamp. 

Perforated 

Blue surcharge. 
2cc carmine 
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ORANGE FREE STATE.—In ad- 
diticn to the values chronicled 
in our last number, with the surcharge 
“V. R. 1”, we understand that the 
following have been issued. Several 
minor varieties have been noted, but 
we shall refrain from listing them 
until we are able to give a nearly com- 
plete list. 

The Philatelic /Journal of Great 
Britain reports a 6p stamp printed 
in blue and bearing the same sur- 
charge. 

We illustrate the %d, chronicled 
last month. 


Adhesive stamps. 











. 3 ade 
r) 4 


alf penny. 











as 











Provisional issue. 
Perforated. 
6p blue, black surcharge 
ish on 1sh brown 
5sh on 5sh green 





URUGUAY. — We have just re- 
ceived the 5 milesimos and 7 and 20 
centesimos stamps in new colors. 
The 5m is of the same design as that 
of its predecessor, and for the 7 and 
2o0c stamps they have reverted to the 
types of 1889 go. 


Adhesive stamps 


Perforate. 
5m orange 
7c carmine 
2oc light blue 


WURTEMBERG.— Owing to a 
reduction in postal rates on various 
classes of matter, official stamps, 
postal cards and official postal cards 
of 2 pfennigs and its multiples have 
been issued 

Official stamp. 


2pf dark gray, current type 


Postal cards. 
2pf dark gray 
2x2pf dark gray 
Official postal cards. 
2pf dark gray, inscription “ Porto 
pflichtige Dienstsache.”’ 
2pf dark gray, inscription “Amtlicher 
Verkehr.”’ 


ZANZIBAR.—In addition to the 
values previously listed of the 1896 
issue, with watermark of flowers 4mm 
apart, we have now received the 24 
and 4% annas, which will complete 
the set up to the 4% annas. 

Adhesive stamps 


Watermarked flowers 4mm apart 
Perforated. 

2%a ultramarine and red 

4%a orange and red 
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The Collectors Club. 


351 FouRTH AVENUE, New YorK. 


The 53d meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the club house 
on Monday, May 14, 1900. 

Present : Messrs. Bruner, Luff, Perrin, Scott and Stebbins 

Meeting was called to order at 8.30 p. M., by President Bruner 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved 

A number of communications were read by the Secretary and acted 
upon. The Treasurer's report showing a cash balance in bank of $719.22 
exclusive of U. S. Bonds, was read and approved. 

Mr. Luff’s report of the House Committee was received and accepted. 

Mr. Luff reported having made the alteration in the billiard room as 
authorized at last meeting. 

Moved, seconded and carried that the names of Messrs. Albrecht, King, 
Mathews, Rice, Stelfox and Todd be dropped from the membership list for 
non-payment of dues, and that the names of Messrs. Bitar and Catrevas 
be stricken off the roll, they having failed to qualify as members, 

An appropriation of $20 was voted Mr. Luff, to be expended for frames 
for donations of autographs and other articles of interest which shall be hung 
around the club house. 

Upon motion duly seconded and carried, a committee consisting of 
Messrs. Leavy, Holland and Rich was appointed to publish a book on the 
stamps of Hayti under the auspices of the Club. 

The names of five of the applicants for membership having been posted 
the required length of time, their names were balloted upon and Messrs. 
Chittenden, Ehrich, Libby, Mott and Stehlin were declared to have been un- 
animously elected subscribing members of the Club. 

Adjourned at 9.45 P. M. 
ALBERT PERRIN, Sesrefary, 


sirmingham Philatelic Society. 


March 1, 1900 
Display.—British Guiana and West Indies. Mr. W. T. Wilson. 


Messrs. J. C. Morgenthau and D. T. Lacunza were unanimously elected 
memebers. 





A hearty vote of thanks was accorded the Philatelic Society of India and 
Wilmot Corfield, Esq., for Vols, I. and II. of the P. /. of /ndia. 


One guinea was voted to the London Society's Transvaal War Fund. 
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The English edition of ‘Swiss Stamps” was ordered to be purchased for 
the library. 

Mr. Wilson then gave a splendid display of the stamps of British Guiana 
and the West Indies, fifteen of the circular stamps of British Guiana being 
shown on original covers, and other varieties in exceptional numbers and 
conditions. 


April 5, 1900. 
Philatelic discussion. 
Mr. G. W. Martin was unanimously elected a member. 


May 3, 1900. 

Display, Mexico. Mr. R. Hollick. 

Mrs. T. G. Dickson and Mr. J. G. Hawley were unanimously elected 
members. 

A sub-committee was appointed to make arrang-ments for two stamp 
auctions during next session. All members will be allowed to contribute 
Full particulars will most probably be given in the Annual Report, which 
will be published on October 4th, and which will contain the advertisements 
of dealers at same rates as in previous years if received by the honorable 
secretary on or before September 15. 

Mr. R. Hollick then gave a display of his fine collection of Mexico, 
which includes a large number of extremely rare varieties, errors, etc. 
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